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PYME y medio ambiente en Chile: Desafios puiblicos y
oportunidades privadas

José Leal’

ABSTRACT: Using empirical information, the present paper aims to outline the complex relationship between the small
and medium enterprise (SME’s) and the environmental regulations in Chile. The specific sectors that contribute mostly to
the environmental deterioration are identified. A general picture of SME’s with regard to environmental protection require-
ments is drawn. The conclusion is that the best approach to the subject is through the concept of sustainability. In other
words, there has been an unsuccessful definition of public policies and establishment of management practices among
firms when the environmental problem is addressed isolate. The economic conditions of SME’s as well as its vital contribu-
tion to social matters, particularly the generation of employment, requires an integrated approach. Finally, the paper points
out some possible ways of action in terms of public-private cooperation to reach the objective of improve the environmental
performance of SME’s in the context of a sustainability framework.
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RESUMEN: El presente articulo busca caracterizar con informaciéon empirica la compleja problematica PYME-Medio
Ambiente, indagando en los sectores que mas contribuyen al deterioro ambiental y en las regulaciones que se abocan a
ello. Tras identificar los problemas mayores, se hace un panorama general de la situacién de la PYME, concluyendo que el
abordaje al tema debe ser de sustentabilidad. En otras palabras, ha habido un fracaso de los aprontes de politica publica
y gestion en la empresa que afrontan lo ambiental aisladamente, sin considerar las condiciones econémicas de la PYME y
su aporte a las cuestiones sociales, en particular la generacion de empleo. Finalmente se sefiala un conjunto de caminos
posibles, de politica publica y cooperacion publico-privada, para avanzar en el objetivo de alcanzar progresos en los
comportamientos ambientales de la PYME.
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