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After the impact of COVID-19 on tourism, several cities
have been affected by an increase in criminality, primar-
ily in large urban centers that receive a significant num-
ber of tourists. It's true that the COVID-19 pandemic has
had a significant impact on the global tourism industry.
Many cities heavily reliant on tourism as a source of in-
come were severely hit by the decrease in travel and the
restrictions imposed to contain the spread of the virus.
Urban tourism, poverty, and criminality are complex as-
pects that can be interconnected in urban areas in var-
ious ways. Here's a perspective on how these three ele-
ments can relate:

a) Economic Impact of Tourism on Poverty: Urban tourism
can generate economic opportunities by creating jobs in
sectors such as hospitality, transportation, and services.
However, it's important to consider whether these jobs are
of quality and whether they benefit the entire communi-
ty. In some situations, jobs in the tourism industry can be
temporary, poorly paid, and lack benefits, which might not
be sufficient to lift people out of poverty.

b) Inequalities and Gentrification: Investment in tourism
infrastructure and the development of tourist areas can
affect gentrification, where housing prices increase, and
low-income residents are displaced. This can increase
poverty in certain areas while benefiting investors and

tourism businesses. Local communities might lose ac-
cess to essential resources and be pushed out of their
homes due to transforming their neighborhoods into
tourist zones.

¢) Relationship between Poverty and Criminality: Al-
though poverty is not a direct cause of criminality, there
is a correlation between the lack of economic opportuni-
ties and an increased likelihood of engaging in criminal
activities. People in poverty situations might face ob-
stacles in accessing quality education, adequate health-
care, and stable employment, which can contribute to
their vulnerability to criminality.

d) Rise in Crime in Tourist Areas: While tourism can have
a positive economic impact, it can also increase the op-
portunity for criminal activities in tourist areas. Tourists
are often perceived as easy targets for theft, scams, and
other crimes due to their lack of familiarity with the envi-
ronment and their willingness to spend money.

Proper management of urban tourism, poverty, and
criminality requires approaches that address inequalities
and promote equity. This involves ensuring that the eco-
nomic benefits of tourism reach all layers of society, as
well as implementing measures to prevent gentrification
and improve the living conditions of local communities.
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